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President’s Musings for July 2026
Happy Canada Day Everyone.  Enjoy the day, but be careful outdoors in this heat we are
experiencing.

Membership wise, I am pleased to report that June brought 1 returning Member and 1 new
Member.  Dave & Belinda Batten have returned to OJC with their 1964 & 1972 E-Types and new
Member John Linn, with his 1988 XJ6.  We look forward to seeing them at future OJC events.

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Richard Abela, who joined OJC in September 2025.
Richard passed away unexpectedly on June 7th.  Our condolences go out to Richard's family.
The month of June seemed to fly by.  A planned tour of the OPENLINE Auction center that was
scheduled for June 11 had to be postponed to another date.  We will keep you posted.
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Bonnie Newson
President

A heartfelt thank you goes out to our members, who have shared their stories and knowledge
in our magazine. Without your willingness to submit stories, the magazine simply would not
exist. We warmly encourage you to write in; whether it’s a short anecdote, a technical tip, or a
personal reflection, every submission enriches our community and keeps our shared passion
for Jaguars alive on the page. Also, remember to be included in next month's issue,

 PLEASE SEND IN YOUR SUBMISSIONS BEFORE THE 23RD OF THE MONTH .
David G. Seabright

A message from your Publisher

On June 19th a selected number of OJC cars were chosen to attend the Ottawa Ferrari Club's Concorso d'Eleganza at
Dow's lake.  Thank you Rob Dunlop for arranging and coordinating this special event - especially through shoulder
surgery!  How British…. Keep Calm & Carry On!!
June 28th brought our 2nd OJC drive of the season to Merrickville.  Thank you to Mark & Catherine Roberts for
coordinating this event.  Read about these events in this issue of the Jottings.
Ongoing plans for OJC's main event - OJC Jaguar Day - to be held on Saturday, July 25th are well underway.  As a special
treat, Members of OJOA (Ontario Jaguar Owners Association) will be joining us as part of a summer tour of Eastern
Ontario organized by OJC/OJOA Members Al Graves and Barry Paulson.  OJC Members are invited to join the tour after
Jaguar Day.  Information has been shared with OJC Members recently.

For details, contact Al or Barry at jaguardrives@rogers.com. Volunteers are an essential part of any event planning, so if
you feel you would like to help out with Jaguar Day, please contact Rob Dunlop at ojcjaguarday@gmail.com.

Don't forget to check the Calendar of Events and Save the Date for the upcoming OJC Events.

As always, I look forward to meeting many of you at upcoming events.

July 2026
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OTTAWA JAGUAR CLUB 2026 LIST OF EVENTS
We are always appreciative of  Members who volunteer to lead/coordinate a drive or activity.
Please contact Wendy Vandermeulen wendygvandermeulen@gmail.com , if  you would like to
coordinate an event or have an idea for an event; or Mark Roberts, if  you would be so kind as
to coordinate a drive c.roberts@sympatico.ca

DATE EVENT DETAILS / CONTACT

Details

July

OJC Board Meeting Details 

October
Details ottawajagclubsecretary@gmail.com

November

Details ottawajagclubsecretary@gmail.com

Details ottawajagclubsecretary@gmail.com

Details ottawajagclubsecretary@gmail.com

December Details Wendy Vandermeulen

Updated June 23, 2026

August

Wednesday, 5th -

Wednesday, July 8th - Board Meeting

For details, contact Rob Dunlop
Also, see page 7
ojcjaguarday@gmail.com

Updates will be sent by email to all Members.
BTW We welcome attending guests from OJOA
on their Eastern Ontario tour.

Sunday, 23nd  Time TBD
    OJC Drive 3 - North, to Quebec

September
Wednesday, 2nd - OJC Board Meeting

OTTAWA JAGUAR DAY

Details ottawajagclubsecretary@gmail.com

Sunday, 19th Time TBD
OJC Drive 4 - Colour Drive, West (location TBD)

Wednesday, 14th - OJC Board Meeting

Wednesday, 4th - OJC Board Meeting

Wednesday, 9th - OJC Board Meeting

(Date TBD)
OJC Christmas Party

Sat. 25th 10am-4pm.

Last Minute Mystery Drive?  (TBD)

OJC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday, 14th (Brunch 11am, Meeting 12:00pm)

To Wakefield, including
both sides of the Gatineau River, Gatineau Park
and Meech Lake. Starting point TBC

ottawajagclubsecretary@gmail.com

ottawajagclubsecretary@gmail.com

Saturday, 16th 1:30-5pm
Summer Social chez Tom & Gabrielle

For details, see page 13

details to Members will follow via email

details to Members will follow via email

c/o ottawajagclubsecretary@gmail.com

Mark Roberts

Mark Roberts

Mark Roberts

Wendy Vandermeulen
c/o ottawajagclubsecretary@gmail.com

July 2026



Non OJC Led Events that may interest you
DATE EVENT DETAILS/CONTACT

JULY

Saturday, 11th

All British Car Day (ABCD)
93 Houlahan St, Barrhaven

INFO
https://britishcardayottawa.ca/

Friday, 24th-Monday, 27th

OJOA 'WHAT' Drive with stop at OJC Jaguar Day
(Info sent via email on June 22)

Contact Al Graves or Barry Paulson
jaguardrives@rogers.com

AUGUST

Saturday, 22nd   11-2pm
Lanark Lifestyles Retirement Residence BBQ

&
car show,

240 Gore St. in Perth

Free bbq, bring your family and
friends. 50/50 draw donated to the
local hospice program. Residents

choice trophy for the favorite car the
seniors pick. Cars that arrive by 12

noon eligible for trophy pick. Fun day!
Appreciated by all the residents. Lots

of free parking.
Wit Lewandowski

wit_lewandowski@yahoo.ca
Sunday, 30th

58th Annual OJOA Concours at the Canadian Warplane
Heritage Museum in Hamilton

https://ojoa.org/

SEPTEMBER Saturday, 5th

North Augusta Car Show
FaceBook - 2026 North Augusta Car

Show

6July 2026



 

Jaguar Day '26Jaguar Day '26
The Ottawa Jaguar Club Presents

 Saturday, July 25, 2026.
Cumberland Heritage Village Museum
2940 Old Montreal Road, Cumberland

Annual gathering of Jaguars - all Jags welcomed!

10 AM to 4PM   Lunch available.
Optional judging class (cleanliness and condition)

Display class (show & shine)
Complementary technical inspection

Pre-registration & lunch reservation required.
Further details to follow.

Questions? OJCJaguarDay@gmail.com
  7July 2026
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Dow's Lake Concorso D'Eleganzo
by Rob Dunlop

 FORZA JAGUAR!
                Ottawa’s popular annual Italian festival with a showcase of Italian vehicles, occurred this past
weekend. At the invitation of the car show host Ferrari Club, Jaguars and Corvettes took part in the Concorso
d’Eleganza for the first time. On Friday, under a gloomy and unpredictable sky, nine Jaguars parked alongside a
like number of Corvettes in amongst a wide variety of Italian motoring delicacies from Ferrari, Maserati,
Lamborghini and Alfa Romeo. In delightful contrast to the exotic machinery, a selection of humble Vespas and
Lambrettas ably represented the opposite end of the Italian mobility scale.
                As our first venture at this event, the club selected a chronological cross section of nine club cars from
Jim Butcher’s much admired 1957 Jaguar 3.4 saloon to Wit Lewandowski’s limited series 2021 F-Type. In
between, two E-types, an XJS, two XK8/R and two XK/Rs covered the time frame through the development of
Jaguars sports cars.
                The morning stayed dry long enough for our group to get out and about to admire the dizzying array
of machinery as well as answer questions from visitors walking by and inspecting our Jags. The benefit of coffee
and donuts on arrival was short lived and by lunchtime, members drifted off to nearby Mexicali Rosa’s and Pub
Italia for a sustenance top up. The afternoon unfortunately brought periodic showers and before long, cars
started to depart for home after a gratifying if at times challenging day.
                The concorso chairman was very pleased with the OJC showing and indicated that Jaguars were now
considered a permanent fixture of this event. For their part, the Ferrari club hosted an excellent event in a
gorgeous, picturesque location along Queen Elizabeth Drive. A return in 2027 is definitely in the cards and all
the more appealing with the likely return of the festival’s traditional summer sunshine.
                Finally, many thanks to the intrepid club members who ignored the doom and gloom forecast to brave
the uncertain weather and give us a 100% turnout.
Rob Dunlop

Ray Newson, Jim Butcher and Tom Little in discussion on the grass and
Dave Kenny next to his E-type Jaguar.

Dave Kenny next to his E-type Jaguar with Tom Little
and admirers.

The other cars

8July 2026
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Our June Drive - A Jaunt Along the Rideau River

The gathering, before take-off.
6 Jaguars and 1 Honda SUV

Traffic was light, and the roads to the south of the Rideau River were good to excellent.  This
was going to be a good day.  To top it off, both Carleton Place and Merrickville were having car
shows, so as we passed through Merrickville, we could take a quick look to decide if anyone
wanted to explore, or even enter the show, when we stopped back for lunch.  That was the
plan.

Our first inkling of plans going off occurred in Kemptville, where the promised paving of the first
traffic circle had not yet occurred, even though it was stated it would be done by mid May.  Oh
well, taking the gravel slow, everyone made it through without mishap.  Then there were the
instructions;  right at the first circle, straight through the next two, and right at the next.  This
was missed by a couple people, but after a bit of herding “cats”, we were all back together and
on our way again.

Then we entered Merrickville.  It was a bit crowded.  Actually a lot crowded.  One of the cars
needed to pull out to get some gas….oops, but would plan to catch up to the rest on the way to
the Kalmarnock lock.  The remaining cars got into the queue for the car show, as the queue was
right along our route, not part of the plan.  This did allow all of us to see that there were a lot of
cars for the show, but no parking in Merrickville anywhere, for love nor money ….. hmmm.

Best laid plans, is that a process to follow, or a warning?
The day started out almost perfect. Weather was perfect, everyone showed up on time, at the
appointed meeting parking lot, and we got on our way only one minute late.

by Mark Roberts

10July 2026
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Our June Drive - A Jaunt along the Rideau River (continued)

Getting out of Dodge, we again had good roads and a back way to the lock.  When we arrived,
fortune was favouring us, although we did not see it that way at first, as the swing bridge over
the lock was swung and the lock was in use for boat traffic.  This meant that all traffic was
stopped for about 15 minutes, right next to the lockmaster house, along with washrooms.  It
also meant that the freshly gassed up cat could join us again, and it meant that we could have a
meeting of minds in the middle of the road (safely) to decide what we should do about
Merrickville and the rest of the drive.

Second gathering at Kilmarnock lock

Meeting of the minds 11July 2026

(continued on next page)



Our June Drive - A Jaunt along the Rideau River (concluded)

In the end, it was decided that a couple of cars would go back to Merrickville, as they had
restaurant reservations, one couple brought a picnic lunch. Kalmarnock has a very good picnic
area right beside the lock, with lots of shade, so they stayed there and the rest proceeded to
Smith Falls for lunch.  We never did make it back to Merrickville, but it was a good day, planned
or not !  We’ll just have to go back to Merrickville again, but not during the yard sale, or the car
show weekends.

A great lunch was had by all. Even
Marley had lobster & cheese dip

Group decision made!

12July 2026
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TecH corner

by  Jim Butcher
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 John Blais' XJS Engine Replacement
Delayed for a while

Unfortunately,  John  has  not  had  time  to  focus  on  this  project
and  wants  to  get  a couple  things  done  before  they  start
again.

Classified:
For Sale

by  Lorraine Seed
613-864-1929,or

lseed@outlook.com

Several years ago, I was a member of the Ottawa Jaguar Club, beginning shortly after we
purchased a 1986 Jaguar Vanden Plas from the former Jaguar dealer on Merivale Road.  I
have not been a member for several years but have corresponded with Mike O'Brien and
Phil Karam regarding various issues since that time.  It is a beautiful car and, with bits and
pieces being replaced, as needed. However, I have not driven it much in the last year and my
mechanic told me last fall that the two gas tanks need replacing due to a build-up of
sediment that he cannot remove. Nonetheless, he was able to drive it and put it in our
garage for the winter.

1986 Jaguar XJ2 Vanden Plas - Beautiful, Well-Maintained Classic
Car (VIN: SAJBN1047GC4470) Based on the VIN SAJBN1047GC4470,
your vehicle is a 1986 Jaguar XJ12 Series III, equipped with the
iconic 5.3L V12 engine. It was manufactured at the historic Browns
Lane plant in Coventry, England.

Excellent body, leather, engine and mechanics.  Purchased from the
Ottawa Jaguar dealer in June of 1992, this sedan has been
continuously cared for in terms of its exterior, interior, and
under-the-hood.  Mileage is 124,100 km.   It has never seen a
winter and has been kept in the garage when not in use.  Its finish is
a glossy grey/Wedgewood blue, with a grey leather interior and a
burled walnut console. Original jaguar spoked wheels. It has an
automatic transmission, sunroof and all-season Pirelli tires.  Car is
equipped with a lifetime anti-rust electronic device ( $1,100 in
2006). It was appraised for insurance in November 2007 at CAD
$40,000. Additional photos, repair and maintenance records are
available upon request, as is the original manual.  In the past year,
it has not been driven frequently enough and as a consequence, it
is in need of two new stainless steel gas tanks because of deposit
build-up in the current tanks.  I have sourced these from Moss
Motors, and can provide the order information and cost details
upon request.  It is a very beloved car, but as it is not likely that I
will be able to drive it as often as it should be, I am hoping to find
someone who will care for it just as it has been.  Price is negotiable.
Just looking for a good home.                               Lorraine Seed,

Former member of the Ottawa Jaguar Club
July 2026



DID YOU KnOW!

by  Phil Karam
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For $20.00 you can get a print-out of all the cars, trucks, trailers,
snowmobiles, etc. that you have ever owned in Ontario? This
print-out only goes back to the time that the Ontario Ministry
computerized the licensing. I say this since my 1958 Austin
Healey 100-6, and my Nash Metropolitan, as well as my Bell
Telephone Thames Panel Truck did not show up on my print-out.
And just to make you giggle, many many years ago I received a
letter from the Ministry, asking me if I wanted a dealer’s licence!

(since I had been flipping so many cars.)

July 2026

Bell Telephone Thames Panel Truck (not Phil's)

1958 Austin Healey 100-6
(not Phil's)

Nash Metropolitan
(not Phil's)
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Classified:
For Sale

1968 Series 1.5 E Type Jaguar Convertible located in Ottawa, Canada. Matching numbers. Ontario Canada safety
certificate. No accidents or marks or scars. 32,279 miles from new. Right hand drive; standard shift.  Engine rebuilt
in mid 90’s; new paint in late 80’s; restoration completed through the last 25 years.  Minor repairs completed and
all tires replaced last summer to fulfill safety.

Please contact Mark Goodman for more information.

613-286-2001

Selling price $99,500 USD

July 2026



Editor/Publisher: David Seabright

OJC Discounts

Don’t Forget Our Facebook Page!

As a benefit of being a member of the Ottawa Jaguar Club
you are entitled to discounts at supporting businesses in
our area. Your Membership will be verified by your
Membership card at time of purchase.

CAA-North & East Ontario—You will receive a group discount based
on your CAA membership level. See our OJC website in the Member
Information Section for more information and membership
application. Our discount is based on a minimum of
having �� members subscribed.

Don’t forget, CAA membership includes much more with many
discounts on Hotel stays, vehicle service and more. Members also
enjoy 3¢/L discount on fuel at Shell Service Stations.

Jaguar Hunt Club — Jaguar Hunt Club is pleased to extend to all
Ottawa Jaguar Club members, receive parts at cost plus 15% and
10% off labour. (some restrictions apply).

J a g u a r  J o t t i n g s  i s  a n  o f f i c i a l
publication of the Ottawa Jaguar Club.
Twelve issues are produced January
to December for the information of its
members. We welcome your
participation.

Deadline for contributions is the 23rd
of each month. All r ights reserved.
Reproduction and/or modifications
are prohibited without prior written
approval. Visit us at
www.ottawajaguarclub.com.

Full Page $25/month, or $250/year
(12 issues)

1/2 Page $15/month or $150/year
(12 issues)

1/4 Page $10/month or $100/year
(12 issues)

Business Card $5/month or $50.00/
year (12 issues)

Marketplace Ads are free to members
and will run 3 months unless cancelled
or renewed; $20 to non-members.

Submit advertisements to the Editor
and your cheque to the treasurer, or
 e-transfer to:
ottawajagclubtreasurer@gmail.com
Jim Butcher, OJC Treasurer

Members are reminded that we have a Facebook page.  If you
have Facebook, just search for 'Ottawa Jaguar Club'

Stinson Fuels — 4726 Bank St., offers a 10% discount on any kind
of specialty oil.

(ottawajaguarclubjottings@rogers.com)

JaGuar     JoTTInGs
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Ottawa Jaguar Club Fall/Winter 2026/2027 Clothing Price List
The SAM Group – Tracie Maher-McIntosh

NOTE: All Prices include choice of Gold or Silver Logo and 13% GST.

(continued next page)
July 2026 20
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